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@ Method and apparatus for hole coldworking. 

@ A method and apparatus for coldworking of holes using a 
split mandrel. The apparatus uses a mandrel having a larger 
diameter end and radially directed slots to permit contraction of its 
outer diameter as it is fitted within a hole. The mandrel partially 
contains a pilot in its -at rest- state. After placing the mandrel and 
pilot within a hole to be cokfworked, the pilot is pushed fully Into 
the mandrel solidifying the mandrel. The pilot and mandrel are 
then withdrawn through the hole, thereby coldworking the hole. 
An air logic circuit accomplishes the pushing of the pilot within the 
mandrel and retraction of the pilot and mandrel. 



30 SB M 




0. 

Ill 



ACTOnUM AG 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



0182445 



T/WCI-3 



METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR HOLE COLDWORKING 

The invention relates to an apparatus for coldworking 
holes as defined in the characterizing part of claim 1. 

Such an apparatus is known from EP-A-0 140 426 of 
applicant. 

5 with the known apparatus, which is for a better under- 

standing of the invention discussed hereinafter, in conjunc- 
tion with Figures thereof, it is possible that, if the opera- 
tor is not fully attentive, the coldworked holes do not ob- 
tain the desired diameter. 

10 An object of the present invention is to provide an 

apparatus for coldworking holes which is fail-safe i.e. with 
which the desired coldworking of holes can be obtained, even 
if the operator is not fully attentive. 

According to the invention this is achieved with the 

15 measure as defined in the characterizing part of claim 1. 

With the apparatus according to the invention, the 
mandrel can only be withdrawn through the hole when the pilot 
is fully engaged in the tip of the mandrel, with the apparatus 
according to the invention it is prevented that the retracting 

20 means for the mandrel are operated prematurely. Therefore, 
the coldworked holes will have the required dimensions. 

Further objects and advantages of the present inven- 
tion will become more apparent from the following description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

25 Fi 9" 1 is a sectional elevation view showing the tool 

of the kind the invention relates to as it is being inserted 
into a hole to be coldworked. 
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Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation view as in Fig. 1 
showing the mandrel and pilot portion of the tool as the tool 
is inserted fully in a hole to be coldworked. The pilot is in 
a retracted position as in Fig. 1. 
5 Fig. 3 is a schematic cutaway view showing the pilot 

fully engaged in the mandrel immediately prior to retraction 
of the pilot and mandrel through the hole. 

Fig. 4 is a schematic cutaway view similar to Fig. 3 
which shows the action of the mandrel and relative position 
10 of other parts of the tool as the mandrel is retracted throug- 
h the tool. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged view of the split aandrel nose, 
showing the offset split embodiment. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the offset split mandrel 
15 viewed from the left through line 8-8 of Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a schematic of the circuit used to control 
the apparatus during operation. 

Fig. 8 is a schematic of the tool and circuit showing 
the "fail safe" features of the present invention. 
20 Fig. 9 is a schematic of the coldworking tool with 

pilot holder wrench and a pilot wrench. 
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Referring to Figure 1, a split mandrel hole expanding tool assembly 
generally designated as 10 Is shown. A workplece 12 having a hole 14 
to be coldworked is shown to the left of the assembly 10. Hole 14 is 
of such a diameter that pulling the split mandrel assembly through it 
will cause cojdworking. 

The tool assembly 10 contains a trigger handle, a puller gun 
assembly, a pilot assembly, and a split mandrel assembly, generally 
designated as 16, 18, 20, and 22, respectively. 

The trigger handle 16 consists of handle 24 and trigger button 
26. The puller gun assembly 18 consists of housing 28, piston 30, piston 
rod 31, end. cap 32, and nose cap 34. Piston 30 is disposed in cavity 
36 of housing 28. A small cavity 33 communicates directly with the 
end of piston 30 closer to the workpiece during operation. Cavity 33 
contains a hydraulic fluid. Piston rod 31 is connected to piston 30. 
End cap 32 is threaded over the end of housing 28. Nose cap 34 is similarly 
threaded over the other end of housing 28, closer to the workpiece 12. 
Figure 5 shows a special nose cap 34 with a tapered portion 35 to fit 
a countersunk hole. For normal holes, however, the tapered portion 
35 would be omitted. Split mandrel assembly 22 consists of coupling 
38 and split mandrel 40. Split mandrel 40 has a barrel portion 42 and 
a larger diameter tapered tip portion 44. The tip portion 44 if viewed 
in cross -section contains radial slots defining segments of mandrel 
40. The splitting of mandrel 40 into segments allows contraction of 
its outside diameter to occur when the mandrel 40 is placed in hole 
14 to be coldworked as shown in Figure 1. Split mandrel 40 also has 
an axial slot 46 throughout its length. Mandrel 40 is threaded to coupling 38 
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which in turn is threaded to piston rod 31 of puller gun assembly 18. Pilot assembly 
20 contains a pilot 48, a piston rod 50 and piston 52. The pilot 48 
is threaded into piston rod 50 which is connected to piston 52. Pilot 
48 is partly disposed in slot 46 of split mandrel 40 when the tool is 
5 at rest, and piston rod 50 is contained within piston 30 and cavity 
36 of housing 28. Piston 52 fits within cavity 53 located within end 
cap 32 when the tool is at rest. The end of pilot 48 is capable of 
fully engaging within the tip portion 44 of mandrel 40 when piston 52 
is moved fully toward the workpiece 12 as shown in Figure 3. 

10 Referring now to Figures 5 and 6, an embodiment of split mandrel 

assembly 22 is shown wherein mandrel 40 has four segments designated 
as segments 54, 56, 58 and 60 with an offset split 62 between each 
segment. Figure shows the offset 64 of offset split 62. The offset 
split 62 is accomplished by sweeping a split cut through an angle 65 

15 (Figure 6.) about the longitudinal axis of mandrel 40. It should be 

noted that offset 64 of offset split 62 is located in a recessed diameter 
portion 66 of mandrel 40. Recessed diameter portion 66 of mandrel 40 
is located between coldworking diameter portions 68 and 70 of mandrel 
40. Locating offset 64 of offset split 62 in recessed diameter portion 

20 66 of mandrel 40 between coldworking diameter portions 68 and 70 provides 
a means of pulling two coldworking diameter portions through one hole 
in succession with each portion having a different radial location for 
its split. The result of this configuration will be that the coldworked 
hole 14 will have a clean bore with no ridges or extraneous marks from 

25 offset 64 or offset split 62. The present invention may also be practiced 
without an offset split 62. The mandrel 40, in this case, would still 
be divided preferably into four segments similar to segments 54, 56, 
58 and 60 in Figure 7> but it would have no offset. As this type of 
mandrel is retracted through hole 14 in workpiece 12, small ridges would 
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occur at four radial locations. These ridges could be reamed after 
coldworking. Also, it should be noted that the mandrel 40 can have 
as few as three segments and still work. Four segments would be used 
in a preferred embodiment. 

The tool assembly 10 is powered by the system shown schematically 
in Figure. 7. Referring to Figure 7, a sourse of air pressure 72 is 
connected to cavity 36 resulting in its pressurization at all times. 
Typically, cavfty 36 would be pressurized at 100 p.s.i. The source 
of air pressure 72 is also connected to cavity 53 through air logic 
valve 74. When the tool is at rest, air logic valve 74 to cavity 53 
is closed, resulting in cavity 53 being exhausted. Due to the pressure 
on the end of piston 52 communicating with cavity 36, piston 52 remains 
in cavity 53 when the tool is at rest. 

The source of air pressure 72 is further connected to a hydraulic 
power supply generally designated as 76. A separate air valve 78 is 
connected to the air pressure source 72 which in turn is connected to 
an air motor 80 for driving a hydraulic pump 82 connected to a source 
or tank of hydraulic fluid (not shown). The pump 82 is connected through 
a hydraulic valve 84 to cavity 33 which would contain hydraulic fluid. 
The source of air pressure 72, therefore, if activated, is capable of 
opening the air valve 78 which then starts air motor 80 of hydraulic 
pump 82. Air pressure source 72 can also open hydraulic valve 84 which 
now will result in pressurization of the fluid in cavity 33 and movement 
of piston 30 during operation of the tool. A relief valve 88 is provided 
to prevent overpressurization of the hydraulic fluid. To provide a 
time delay between the opening of air valve 74 and air valve 78 a timer 
86 is connected to air pressure source 72 and valves 74 and 78. The 
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timer 86 merely prevents full flow of air in one direction through valve 
87 toward the hydraulic valve 84 and power supply 76 when trigger 26 
is depressed. The air must flow through valve 89 of timer 86 and the 
air pressure to valve 78 and valve 84 takes some time to increase and 
activate these valves. When trigger 26 is released air is exhausted 
through valve 87 at full flow with no delay. A time delay between the 
opening of valves 74 and 78 will insure that piston 52 has come to rest 
meaning that pilot 48 is fully within mandrel 40 before piston 30 begins 
to travel. Initiation of the tool assembly's operation is caused by 
depressing trigger 26 which is connected to the air pressure source 72. 

To operate the tool, an operator would insert mandrel 40 into 
hole 14 of workpiece 12 until the nose cap 34 touches the workpiece 
12 as shown in Figure 2 and 3. Trigger 26 would then be depressed, 
thereby opening valve 74 and causing air pressure of approximately 100 
p.s.i. to fill cavity 53. Piston 52 will begin to move toward the workpiece 
12 until it contacts piston 30 of puller gun assembly 18. This operatonal 
position is shown in Figure 3. To avoid clearance problems, pilot 
48 would not protrude from the tip portion 44 of mandrel 40. Depressing 
trigger button 26 and opening of valve 74 simultaneously activates air 
pressure from source 72 toward the hydraulic power supply 76. This 
build-up of air pressure will cause the air valve 78 that starts the 
air motor 80 to open, energizing the hydraulic pump 82 and shifting 
the hydraulic valve 84 open allowing high pressure hydraulic fluid to 
pressurize cavity 33 causing piston 30 with the mandrel 40 solidified 
by pilot 48 to move in unison (see Figure 4) until the mandrel is fully 
retracted from the hole 14, leaving the hole coldworked. 

A time delay between the full engagement of the pilot 48 in mandrel 
40 and retraction of the pilot 48 and mandrel 40 is preferable to obviate 
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the problem of mandrel 40 retracting prior to the full engagement of 

the pilot 48. This delay can be accomplished by timer 86 or as described 

subsequently. As shown in Figure 4, pilot 48 and mandrel 40 will retract 

through hole 14 together, being maintained in axial tension and effect 

coldworking of hole 14. This pulling places pilot 48 and mandrel 40 

in tension in such a way that each is under less stress with respect 

to prior art concepts and tool longevity is assured. As mentioned previously, 

one of the prior art concepts pulled the pilot which pushed the mandrel 

through the hole and caused tool failure problems. 

Release of trigger button 26 by the operator will: a) close 
valve 74 thereby exhausting cavity 53; b) shift the air supply valve 
78 of the motor 80 to a shut off position; and c) shift the hydraulic 
valve 84 to an exhaust position. The fluid in cavity 33 is now not 
pressurized. The piston 30 and mandrel 40 now return to the position 
shown in Figure 1, retaining piston 52 in cavity 53 and the pilot assembly 
22 in place due to the pressurization of cavity 36 from air pressure 
source 72. 

As an alternative to timer 86, the system according to the inversion 
shown in Fig. 8, ' 

can be used. This system has advantages over using the timer 86 as 
described above, including a built in "fail safe" feature, i.e., the 
operator cannot influence or interrupt the cycle once it begins, and 
the mandrel 40 will not retract prior to full engagement of the pilot 
48 therein. Also, the system of Figure 10 permits a more compact design 
that ultimately results in a reduced failure rate of the tool. Referring 
to Figure 8 , a significant portion of the tool is identical to that 
described in Figure 1 and the same reference numerals have been used 
where appropriate. As in Figure 1 a tool assembly generally designated 
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as 10 is disclosed. Mandrel 40, pilot 48, piston 30, piston rod 31, 
nose cap 34 » and trigger 26 are identical to those parts described 
in Figure 1 previously, and function similarly. Cavity 33, cavity 53, 
and cavity 36 are similar to those previously described. In the air 
5 logic system connected to tool assembly 10, valve 74, air supply 72, 
air valve 78, air motor 80, hydraulic pump 82, hydraulic valve 84 and 
relief valve 88 are identical to those previously described in Figure 
7 and will retain the same numerical designation as that figure. The 
difference in this system lies mainly in the fail safe assembly generally 

10 designated as 91 in Figure 3. Fail safe system 91 contains valve 93 

enclosed within the now extended housing 28. Valve 93 is a commercially 
available 3-way, spring return valve. When valve 93 is "at rest" it 
1s normally open outside of the fail safe assembly 91. In the "at rest" 
position within the fail safe assembly 91, however, valve 93 is held 

15 closed by the compression of spring 95 of valve 93, Valve 93 also has 
a valve stem 97 which contacts a larger diameter portion 99 of piston 
101. Piston IQl also has a smaller diameter portion 103 directly connected 
to larger diameter portion 99. Extending from smaller diameter portion 
103 of piston 101 is a rod 105 having a nut 107 on its end closest 

20 to the mandrel 40. Rod 105 is connected to the smaller diameter portion 
103 of piston 101 and is disposed within a hollow pilot holder 109. 
Pilot 48 is threaded to pilot holder 109 at one end and a nipple 111 
is connected to the other end of pilot holder 109. Part of the surfaces 
of nipple 111 and housing 28 define cavity 53. Nipple 111 is analogous 

25 to piston 52 of Figure 1 and 9. Nipple 111 contains an opening 113 

to allow rod 105 to pass therethrough, and be connected to smaller diameter 
portion 103 of piston 101. Sleeve 115 fits around smaller diameter 
portion 103 of piston 101 and is retained in housing 28 by a set screw 
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(not shown). It should be noted that cavity 116 is now defined by part of the 
surface of smaller diameter portion 103 of piston 101, larger diameter 
portion 99 of piston 101, sleeve 115, and housing 28. Also part of 
the surfaces of valve 93, valve stem 97, housing 28 and the larger diameter 
5 portion 99 of piston 101 define cavity 118. Cavity 116 is capable of 
being exhausted by exhaust 120. As valve 93 is "at rest" within housing 
28, it abuts shoulder. 122 of housing 28 and is retained in housing 28 by 
retainer 124 which in turn is held to housing 28 by screws (not shown). 

Referring again to Figure 8, the air logic system used to activate 
10 the tool assembly 10 comprises a pressurized shop air supply 72 connected 
directly to cavity 36 pressurizing this cavity to about 100 psi at. all 
times. Shop air supply 72 is also connected to valve 93 and to air 
valve 78 which is closed when the tool is "at rest." Shop air supply 
72 is also connected to air logic valve 74 which in turn communicates 
15 with cavity 53. Valve 74 is closed when the tool is "at rest." Trigger 
26 is connected to air logic valve 74 and when depressed is capable 
to opening valve 74. Air valve 78 communicates with cavity 118 and 
"at rest" this cavity is at atmospheric pressure. Air valve 78 is also 
connected to air motor 80 which in turn is used to drive hydraulic pump 
20 82. Hydraulic pump 82 is connected to a source (not shown) of hydraulic 
fluid. A relief valve 88 is connected downstream of pump 82 to prevent 
overpressurization. Pump 82 is also connected to hydraulic valve 84 
which in turn is connected to cavity 33 of tool assembly 10. Hydraulic 
valve 84 comnunicates with cavity 118 and is closed when the tool is 
25 "at rest." Cavity 33 would contain unpressurized hydraulic fluid in 
the "at rest" position. It should be noted that throughout the system, 
standard O-ring seals are provided as needed to prevent air leakage. 
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To operate the tool assembly of Figure 8, the operator would depress 
trigger 26. Prior to depressing trigger 26, the following description of the 
system applies: Cavity 36 is pressurized by shop air supply 72 thereby retaining 
piston 30 to the left most position in Figure 8 against shoulder 126 of 
5 housing 28, and retaining nipple 110 within cavity 53; valve 93 is closed 
due ta compression from piston 100; cavity 116 and 118 are at atmospheric 
pressure; airlogic valve 74, air valve 78, and hydraulic valve 84 are closed. 
When trigger 26 is depressed, air logic valve 74 is opened, thereby pressurizing 
cavity 53. Pressurization of cavity 53 results in the travel of pilot 48, 
10 philotholder 109 and nipple 111 toward the hole to be coldworked. This movement 
continues until the surface 127 of nipple 111 contacts the piston 30. At 
this point, the pilot 48 is fully engaged in the tip portion 44 of mandrel 
40. Just prior to nipple 111 and piston 30 contacting, the inside surface 
128 of nipple 111 will contact nut 107 and cause movement of nut 107, rod 
15 105, and piston 101 toward the workpiece slightly. This movement of piston 
101 will now allow spring 95 of valve 93 to expand and open valve 93, thereby 
pressurizing cavity 118 from shop air supply 72. Pressurization of cavity 
118 will insure piston 100 stays in place and valve 93 will remain open until the 
cycle is completed. Since cavity 118 communicates with air valve 78 and 
20 hydraulic valve 84, air valve 78 and hydraulic valve 84 will now be activated 
open starting air motor 80 which in turn will start pump 82. Pump 82 will 
begin pumping hydraulic fluid through now opened hydraulic valve 84 pressurizing 
the hydraulic fluid in cavity 33 and causing the piston 30 to move 
away from the workpiece thereby drawing the mandrel through the hole. It 
25 should be noted that cavity 118 being pressurized will effect a "lock" to 
hold piston 101 away from valve stem 97 until piston 30 is fully 
retracted, and contacts the inside surface 127 of nipple 



0182445 



111, pushing piston 101 toward valve 93 until spring 95 is compressed 
thereby closing valve 93. At this point, cavity 118 is exhausted closing 
valves 74, 78 and 84, the hydraulic fluid of cavity 33 is unpressurized 
and cavity 53 is exhausted since valve 74 is closed. Since valve 78 
5. is closed, air motor 80 stops and consequently pump 82. The hydraulic 
pressure 4s thus relieved and hydraulic fluid drains back to its source. 
Since air pressure from air supply 72 is maintained to cavity 36, piston 
30 will travel to its original "at rest" position shown in Figure 8, 
while nipple 110 will be retained in cavity 53. 

10 Figure 9 shows a tool assembly 10 with a pilot holder wrench 

130 and pilot wrench 132 used in combination to facilitate removal of 
the pilot 48 from tool assembly 10. In this embodiment, pilot 48 has 
a nut 134 on its one end and pilot holder 109 has a nut 136 on its end. 
Pilot 48 is threaded into pilot holder 109. Coupling 38 fits over pilot 

15 48 and is threaded to rod 3K When the tool is assembled mandrel 40 
is threaded to coupling 38. End cap 34 is threaded to housing 28 and 
retains the mandrel 40 and the other components of the tool in housing 
28 as disclosed in Figure 1. 

Pilot holder wrench 130 has a hexagon socket portion 138 on one 

20 end and a holder 140 on its other end. A hollow rod 142 connects the 

holder 140 and socket portion 138. Pilot wrench 132 is similarly constructed 
with a socket portion 144, a holder 146 and a rod 148 connecting socket 
portion 144 and holder 146. To use pilot holder wrench 130 and pilot 
wrench 132, end cap 34 is removed from housing 28. In turn, mandrel 

25 40 is removed from coupling 38. The pilot holder wrench 130 is placed 
1n the housing 28 with the socket portion 138 placed over nut 134. 
The pilot wrench 132 is now placed into the pilot holder wrench 130 
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until engagement with nut 134 is obtained- The pilot 48 can now be 
removed by holding holder 140 of pilot holder wrench 130 fast while 
turning holder 146 of pilot wrench 132. Using this technique, a pilot 
48 can be easily removed from the front end of tool assembly 10 as opposed 
to disassembling the entire tool assembly from the rear. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Apparatus for coldworking holes comprising : 

a. a mandrel having an axially directed slot and at 
least three radially directed slots therein defining at least 

5 three segments of the mandrel to permit contraction of the 
outer diameter of the mandrel, thereby facilitating insertion 
of the mandrel in a hole to be coldworked; 

b. a pilot partially disposed within the axially 
directed slot of said mandrel; 

10 c - housing means for housing said mandrel partially 

containing said pilot; 

d. pushing means connected to said pilot for pushing 
said mandrel toward the workpiece until the end of said pilot 
is fully engaged in the tip of said mandrel when said mandrel 

15 is placed in a hole to be coldworked ; 

e. retracting means connected to said mandrel for 
pulling said mandrel containing said pilot through the hole 
while the end of said pilot is fully engaged in the tip of 
said mandrel thereby causing the hole to be coldworked, said 

20 pushing means and said retracting means comprising: 

f • a first piston disposed within said housing means 
and connected to said pilot ; 

g. a cavity within said housing means for receiving 
said first piston when the apparatus is at rest; 
25 h - a source of air pressure located outside of said 

housing means and communicating with the end of said first 
piston closer to said mandrel causing said first piston to 
remain in said cavity when the apparatus is at rest, said 
source of air pressure capable of communicating with the end 
30 of said first piston farther away from said mandrel; 

i- a first valve located between said source of air 
pressure and the end of said first piston farther away from 
said mandrel; the opening of said first valve allowing commu- 
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nication of said source of air pressure and the end of said 
first piston farther away from said mandrel, initiating move- 
ment of said first piston within said housing means; 

j. a second piston disposed in said housing means and 
5 connected to said mandrel, the end of said second piston 
farther away from the workpiece during operation communicating 
with said source of air pressure; 

. k. hydraulic fluid disposed in said housing means com- 
municating with the end of said second piston closer to the 
10 workpiece during operation of the apparatus; 

1. a hydraulic pump located outside said housing means 
and capable of pressurizing said hydraulic fluid, said hydrau- 
lic pump connected to and activated by said source of air 
pressure; 

15 m. a second valve located between said hydraulic pump 

and said second piston, said second valve connected to said 
source of air pressure and allowing passage of said hydraulic 
fluid therethrough when open; 

n. a third valve located between said source of air 

20 pressure and said hydraulic pump, said third valve initiating 
said hydraulic pump when open; 

o. delay means connected to said first, second and 
third valves for producing a discrete interval between the 
opening of said first valve and said second and third valves; 

25 and 

p. trigger means located on said housing means, said 
trigger means when depressed activating the opening of said 
first valve thereby causing said first piston to move within 
said housing means and engage the end of said pilot in the 

30 tip of said mandrel, said trigger means when depressed acti- 
vating the opening of said second valve, said third valve, 
and said delay means causing said second piston to move after 
said first piston has fully engaged said pilot within said 
mandrel and thereby pull said mandrel containing said pilot 

35 through the hole to be coldworked, said trigger means when 
released activating the closing of said first, second and 
third valves, characterized in that said delay 
means includes a fourth valve connected to said air pressure 
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source and said second and third valves; and activation means 
for opening said fourth valve causing opening of said second 
and third valves only after said first piston has moved within 
said housing means and fully engaged said pilot in the tip of 
5 said mandrel. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 which includes stopping 
means disposed within said housing means for preventing said 
pilot from, protruding from said mandrel. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein said stopping 
10 means consists of said second piston. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said mandrel con- 
tains four radially directed slots defining four segroents of 
the mandrel. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said mandrel con- 
15 tains a recess portion with an offset split so that the out- 
side surface of said mandrel contacts a different location of 
the coldworked hole as said mandrel is retracted from the 
hole. 

6. A method for removing a pilot disposed in a tool 
20 assembly for coldworking holes, the pilot being threaded to a 

pilot holder which is disposed in the tool housing of the 
tool assembly, the pilot holder having a nut on one end 
closest to the pilot, and the pilot having a nut on the end 
closest to the pilot holder, the nut on the end of the pilot 
25 being smaller than the nut on the pilot holder, the method 
comprising 

a. inserting a first wrench having a hollow cylindri- 
cal portion and a socket portion for fitting over the pilot 
holder nut; 

30 inserting a second wrench having a socket portion 

and a cylindrical portion within the hollow cylindrical por- 
tion of said first wrench and engaging the pilot nut with the 
socket portion; and 

c. turning said second wrench while holding said first 

35 wrench stationary, thereby causing removal of the pilot from 
the pilot holder and tool assembly. 
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